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Mustangs & Legends in Columbus, Ohio

The eagerly anticipated aviation event “The Gathering of Mustangs and 
Legends – 2007” was by all counts a resounding success.  This huge air-
show and aviation extravaganza took place from September 27-October 1 
at Rickenbacker Airport, Columbus, Ohio.  The driving force behind the 
event was Lee Lauderback, President, Stallion 51 Corporation (www.stal-
lion51.com), Kissimmee, Florida.  He and his organization held the first 
Gathering of Mustangs & Legends in Kissimmee, Florida in April 1999.  
That gathering was more of a reunion than an airshow, but set the seeds for 
planning a much bigger event.  After considering several locations, Rick-
enbacker Airport was selected.  This was the perfect choice.  Rickenbacker 
Airport is celebrating its 65th Anniversary.   It is also the 60th Anniversary 
of the United States Air Force, but, of course, the glory days of the P-51 
Mustang dates further back with the U. S. Army Air Force. 

The “star billing” for this weekend was the 85 P-51 Mustangs that flew 
in. No one was disappointed seeing 85 Mustangs flying into Rickenbacker 
Airport and lined up on the tarmac allowing close inspection by spectators.  
Attendance was estimated to total approximately 200,000 for the weekend 
with beautiful sunny blue skies on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  In addi-
tion to the Mustangs the sky was filled with flying displays by the USAF 
Thunderbirds doing their always spectacular routines and the USAF F-15, 
F-16 and F-22.

The crowds were treated by three Heritage flights; F-16 and P-51; F-
15 and two P-51s; F22 and three P-51s. On Sunday, the final Heritage 
flight had a diamond formation of a P-51 leading an F-15, F-16 and F-22! 
There was plenty of excitement generated by flights by two P-47 Thunder-
bolts, two P-38 Lightnings, a P-63 King Cobra, two B-25 Mitchells, two 
B-17 Fortresses, the Canadian Warbird Heritage AVRO Lancaster and, of 
course, numerous P-51 Mustangs. Simulated bombing and strafing runs 
by all of these warbirds were enhanced by spectacular explosives pyro-
technics done by Rich’s Incredible Pyro of Rockford, Illinois, making for 
realistic looking and sounding battle scenes. In addition to the above-men-
tioned aircraft, there were aerobatic displays by the Red Barons PT-17 
Stearman team, Aeroshell AT-6 team, John Mohr in his PT-17 and other 
aerobatic acts.

Visitors had the opportunity to meet and greet over 40 P-51 WWII lots, 
plus 48 Tuskegee Airmen veterans.  This was fitting in that Rickenbacker 
Airport was formerly known as Lockbourne Army Airbase and was the 
final base for the Tuskegee Airmen Squadrons after the war.  In 1948 
President Truman signed the executive order ending segregation in the 
US Armed Forces and the Tuskegee Airmen were transferred around the 
world to integrate all USAF bases.

The real stars of the airshow were the Mustangs.  It seemed that there 
were Mustangs in the air all the time, even before and after official show 
hours.  The plan to put 51 Mustangs in the air together did not pan out. 
On both Saturday and Sunday, a formation of 20 Mustangs took to the air 
flying over in formation of flights of four.  Then after flying off to regroup, 
they impressed the crowd with a flying formation in the shape of the num-
ber 51.

				  
Throughout the day, spectators could walk the line-up of P-51s and the 

other aircraft, inspect them up close, and talk to pilots and aircrew.  Most 
of the Mustangs were P-51Ds, of course (including a few 2-seat dual con-
trol TF-51Ds), but there were some rarely seen models, two P-51Cs, a 
dual control TP-51C and a P-51A.  There was even a fuselage section of 
an XP.51G (only two were built), whose owner, John Morgan, actively 
plans to restore/rebuild it to fly the plane.  It seemed that almost every P-51 
fighter group in the European and Mediterranean theaters was represented 
by their group and squadron markings.  There were also a few P-51Ds in 
Reno Air Racing schemes, including the much modified P-51D “Precious 
Metal” with a Rolls-Royce Griffon engine, clipped wings and a contra-
rotating six- bladed propeller.

	
Veteran airshow participants from across the United States and Canada, 

as well as England, Belgium and elsewhere highly praised the event.  The 
show management, volunteers, participants, security forces (civilian and 
military) did their jobs professionally and in a friendly manner. Observa-
tions such as “Best airshow I have been to!”; “Better than Oshkosh!”; 
“Excellent warbird show!”; “Wonderful combination of current and vin-
tage aircraft” were heard time and again.  Congratulations are due to all 
involved.  Hopefully, we can have more “Last Gatherings”.

By Mike Raftus



B-2 Spirit multi role stealth bomber did some 
fly-bys to show us that Mr. Northrop was right 
in the first place in his flying wing design.

In addition to the military demos and fly-bys, 
the P-51 Mustangs did their thing by joining up 
with the jets and did several Heritage flights to 
show us the old with the new. Some of the P-
51 pilots showed the people what the Mustang 
can really do with outstanding performances by 
Jim Beasley and Ed Shipley performing their 
“Horsemen” routine and Lee Lauderback, who 
put this show together, and his P-51, “Crazy 
Horse” also did some fancy flying. The P-51’s 
got together to do some formation fly-bys on 
Saturday and Sunday which also thrilled the 
spectators.

In all, the Gathering of Mustangs and Legends 
was a great success and we want to thank Stal-
lion 51 Corporation, owners and pilots, ground 
crews and all others involved in putting this 
show together. I and others want to give you a 
big, “well done.” For more information about 
the show, visit,  www.GML2007.com

Article by Walt Bauer, Atlantic Flyer
Photographs by Robert Cherry 
(www.RobertCherryPhotography.com)
                                                

The Final Roundup
The Gathering of Mustangs, “The Final 

Roundup” was held Sept 27--30, 2007 at Rick-
enbacker International Airport in Columbus, 
Ohio. It was a great success with over 150,000 
spectators in attendance to view a collection of 
P-51 Mustangs and legends at the show which 
included a gathering of the famous Tuskegee 
Airmen such as Lee Archer, (the only Tuske-
gee ace), Dr. Roscoe Brown, Harry Stewart and 
other airmen. Let us not forget the woman he-
roes of the day, the WASPS whose service to 
our country during WW II that ferried aircraft 
to distant lands so our pilots were supplied with 
new aircraft.

Among the 77 P-51’s attending were two 
each P-40 Warhawks, P-38 Lightnings, P-47 
Thunderbolts, B-25 Mitchell’s and B-17 Flying 
Fortresses. A single P-63 King Cobra and Waco 
bi-plane were also on the static line. We all had 
a treat with one of the only two flying British 
Avro Lancaster bombers from Canada on static 
and doing several fly-bys for us.  At the far end 
of the field the modern military aircraft were 
present also with a C-5 Galaxy, C-130 Hercu-
les, C-17, KC-135, two A-10 Warthogs and F-
16 Falcon.

The outstanding performers of the show in-
cluded the Red Baron Pizza Team Squadron, 
Aeroshell Texan Team, Michael Goulian, John 
Klatt, Ed Hamill and the first woman to win 
the title of US National Aerobatic Champion-
ship, Patty Wagstaff. To add some thunder to 
the show the F-16 East Coast demo team, F-15 
West Coast demo team and the new “kid on the 
block”, F-22 Raptor Demo Team which showed 
us what the latest aviation technology can do in 
the air. In a grand finale, the US Air Force Thun-
derbirds, which always, put on their flying dem-
onstration to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
the Air Force. As an added treat on Saturday, the 
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NBAA An Enormously 
Successful Show 

Good News On and Off 
Convention Floor

The National Business Aviation Association 
(NBAA) announced a record-setting 1,152 Ex-
hibitors at the NBAA 60th Annual Meeting & 
Convention (NBAA2007), a sold-out Static Dis-
play of Aircraft and a final attendance total of 
more than 32,000 people at a Convention that 
rose to eighth in the rankings of U.S. trade shows 
earlier this year. “This was an enormously suc-
cessful Convention, and NBAA’s 60th anniver-
sary has been an enormously successful year,” 
NBAA President and CEO Ed Bolen said. “This 
year’s Annual Meeting & Convention was also 
notable for the number of other milestones being 
celebrated in business aviation.”

The 2007 NBAA Annual Meeting & Conven-
tion was held from September 25 to 27 at the 
Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA, 
with a Static Display of Aircraft at nearby Ful-
ton County Airport. NBAA Members honored 
the 60th anniversary of their Association at the 
same time they took part in marking the 100th 
anniversary of powered flight in Georgia, as well 
as anniversaries and milestones being celebrated 
by Cessna, Gulfstream and Hawker Beechcraft.

“The year 2007 is proving to be momentous 
for general aviation on a number of fronts,” Bo-
len said. “General aviation in the United States 
leads the world in manufacture and technologi-
cal advancements, and NBAA’s 8,000 Member 
Companies continue to lead in adopting im-
proved technologies and procedures for naviga-
tion and flight safety.”

In addition, Bolen said general aviation con-
tinues to make its voice heard in Washington in 
the industry’s historic fight to stop an attempt by 
the big airlines to muster congressional support 
for their plan to shift billions of their costs onto 
general aviation, introduce new user fees and 
assume control of the air traffic control system. 
“We have made some progress in the effort to 
convince Congress that aviation system mod-
ernization should be financed using the simple, 
efficient fuel tax,” he said. “But we still have a 
long way to go.”

Bolen noted that, even as the Convention took 
place in Atlanta, NBAA was advocating for 
Member interests in Washington. Steve Brown, 
NBAA senior vice president of operations & ad-
ministration and a former associate administra-
tor for FAA Air Traffic Services, testified before 
a House subcommittee to challenge “the errone-
ous allegations from the big airlines’ attempt to 
blame their record-setting delays on the general 
aviation community,” as part of their campaign 
to vilify the industry. “I urge our Members to 
stay involved and communicate the threat that 
user fees pose to thousands of businesses and 
communities nationwide to their representatives 
in Congress,” Bolen concluded.

To review Convention highlights, including 
podcasts, photos, videos, articles and Member 
snapshots, visit NBAA’s online News Bureau 
at www.nbaa.org/2007. 

Contact: Dan Hubbard at (202) 783-9360 
or dhubbard@nbaa.org




